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The
shrinking
tent

The
hardships
of kidney
failure

Goliath J. Davis, III
Assistant Director of pTEC, Boe Norwood, is pumping life back into
the St. Petersburg campus located at 901 34th St. S.

Janice Starling
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Life
can be difficult at times, but if
you look around, really get to
know people and their circumstances, you may start to
see that some seemingly ordinary people are living
through some extraordinarily difficult situations.
Janice Starling worked as
director of her family-run
daycare facility and was active in the St. Petersburg
community. Although she
had high blood pressure, she
made sure to take her prescribed medication dutifully
so that health issues wouldn’t
slow her down. But little did
she know that the very pills
she was popping were killing
her kidneys.
Diagnosed in 2002 with
kidney renal disease, in
which her kidneys literally
shut down, Starling was
shocked.
“I was going to the bathroom, I was urinating,” she
See KIDNEY, page 8


BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
A man with a firm voice
and a firmer handshake,
Boe Norwood is used to
getting things done.
Having worked in the

education field for the last
26 years, he has been a
member of administrations
at Gibbs and Osceola High
Schools. Six years ago he
brought his vision and talent to Pinellas Technical
Education Center (pTEC)
where he became the assis-

tant director.
“It was a change for me,
but a good one,” Norwood
affirmed. “I like working
with adults.”
Intent on doing what
was best not only for pTEC
but for the community,
Norwood was instrumental

in bringing back programs
that had been moved north
to the Clearwater campus,
like the cosmetology, culinary and automotive programs. Apparently it was a
popular move for the residents of St. Pete because
See PTEC, pages 4

The identity of art
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Though a relative newbie to
the world of art, Sharon
Norwood’s impressive oeuvre includes many striking
ceramic sculptures and
thought-provoking paintings. Yet according to the
artist herself she “fell into
art” by accident. As a youngster in the Caribbean, the
Dunedin-based artist admitted that she didn’t go to galleries or museums.
“I didn’t study art as a
kid and just was not really
interested in it,” she said. “I
grew up in Kingston, Ja-

maica. The visual arts was
not something I saw anyone
doing.”
Her family emigrated
from
the
sun-kissed
island to the more cosmopolitan Toronto when she
was only nine, and Norwood admitted that making
the leap from the small island nation that was home
to a foreign metropolis was
quite a culture shock for
her.
“Coming of age in
Canada was very different
because there weren’t many
boys that looked like me,”
she remembered. “Where I
See ARTIST, page 9

The Democratic Party is
known as the party with the
‘Big Tent’—a place where all
are welcomed regardless of
race, ethnicity, gender, religious affiliation or sexual orientation. I have been a
registered democrat for all of
my political life and was appalled when I read Kruger’s
article in the Tampa Bay
Times on the morning of
May 1.
Acting on my disbelief, I
immediately phoned Rev.
Emanuel Sykes, the subject
of the article, to assess its accuracy. Assured by Rev.
Sykes the article was accurate from his perspective, I
hurriedly phoned Pinellas
Democratic Chairman Mark
Hanisee for his perspective. I
left voicemail messages for
Mr. Hanisee throughout the
day and as late as 9:25 p.m.,
but as of this writing, I have
yet to hear from Chair
Hanisee. I thought it only
fair to get his perspective as
well.
As others in the community read the story, my phone
began to ring. One by one,
individuals I collaborate with
and advise on political issues
expressed their disbelief and
anger. I immediately followed these conversations
with phone calls to democratic officials at the State
level and indicated an apol-

Gallerie 909 owner, Carla Bristol with artist
Sharon Norwood.



See TENT, page 8



                                                                  

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Alumni Singers Annual
Spring Concert

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Alumni Singers of St.
Petersburg will present its
annual Spring Concert
Sun., May 18, at 4 p.m. at
Lakewood
United
Methodist Church, 5995
Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South, in St. Petersburg.
The concert feature’s
the group’s signature

African-American spirituals, the music of several
composers including the
various music forms of
hymns,
anthems
and
gospel.
The Alumni Singers,
founded in 1980, is dedicated to the preservation
and interpretation of the
African-American experience
through
choral

New leadership at Academy Prep
of St. Petersburg

arrangements of AfricanAmerican (Negro) spirituals and gospel music. The
group comprised of some
two dozen singers hail from
high schools, colleges and
universities from all over
Florida and throughout the
United States.
A free will offering will
be requested. Contributions are tax deductible.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Academy Prep Center
of St. Petersburg (APSP) is
proud to announce that
Gina Tanase Burkett, a St.
Petersburg native, has
been selected to serve as
its Head of School, effective
May 27. She was chosen
after an intensive search
that vetted strong educational leaders from as far
away as New York, Massachusetts and Mexico.
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg, Burkett was
educated in St. Petersburg’s public schools, including Glenoak and Shore
Acres Elementary schools,
Riviera Middle School and
St.
Petersburg
High
School.
She graduated from the
University of Alabama at
Birmingham, where she
earned a Bachelor of Science in Marketing (minoring in Computer Science)
and a Masters in Business
Administration. Part of an
accomplished family in St.
Petersburg’s tennis circuit
in the 1970s and 1980s, she
received a full four year intercollegiate tennis scholarship to attend UAB.
Burkett entered the education field shortly after
earning her MBA, and has
over 25 years of experience
as a teacher and school
leader. She has served in
schools in New Orleans,
Tampa, and St. Petersburg,

including the last 17 years
at Northside Christian
School.
During her service at
Northside
Christian
School, she played an instrumental role in building
the school’s technology
foundation, served as its academic dean and has
served as the principal of
the middle and high school
for most of the past decade.
Northside’s
high
school, which sends nearly
100 percent of its graduates
to colleges and universities
around the country, has
reached its highest enrollment in its history under
Burkett’s leadership.
“We are very excited to
bring in such an accomplished educational and
community leader as Gina
Burkett. She is committed
to transform the lives of
children through a meaningful and demanding education, and we know she
will build upon the great
work accomplished by our
outgoing head, Leanne
Howard. Gina will guide a
school that has become
one of the true education
pillars in our community,”
said APSP Board of
Trustees Chairman Joe
Bourdow.
Burkett is excited to
take on such an important
role in St. Petersburg’s education community: “I am
looking forward to being a

part of Academy Prep’s
mission that is having such
a profound impact on our
city. It will be exciting to
utilize my experience and
education to work with the
outstanding faculty, staff,
and board who have a solid
and proven vision to enhance the lives of students
and families in our community. I also anticipate many
opportunities to connect
with our families and community friends to continue
developing a partnership in
our mission of building
leaders of the future.”
About Academy Prep
Center of St. Petersburg
In its 17 year, the Academy Prep Center of St. Petersburg is a grade 5-8
private middle school where
all students attend on full
scholarships based on financial need. Students attend
Academy Prep up to 11
hours a day, 6 days a week,
11 months a year in a demanding academic and extracurricular
program,
followed by an intensive
graduate support program
guiding alumni through
their high school and college
years. Ninety-three percent
of Academy Prep’s alumni
graduate from high school
on time, and 75 percent of
its graduates go on to colleges and universities
throughout the country. To
learn more, visit academyprep.org/stpete.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Lunch & Learn Seminar
was a huge success!
ST. PETERSBURG —
Over 60 students participated in the Lunch & Learn
Seminar held Sat., April 24
at the Enoch Davis Center.
It was specifically designed
to help them answer the
question: “Which career
path is right for you?”
The seminar, which was
organized by the St. Petersburg Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated, was sponsored by Lawson Funeral
Home. During the two-hour
session, students were
given the opportunity to
meet and hear from community members, leaders,
entrepreneurs and educators that followed the path
that was right for them, although it may not have
been the most popular.
Knowing that there is
more than one path to success, it is very important to
convey that message to

Lutheran Services Florida, Inc. Head Start/Early Head Start
Lutheran Services Florida
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771

Request for Bid
HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START
Scope of Work: This request for bid is to solicit individuals/groups that operate high, quality licensed
child care programs to potentially open and run a full day/school year Head Start/Early Head Start program
that follows Federal, State, and County standards. The Head Start and Early Head Start program is
a comprehensive program that provides child development and educational services, incorporating the
curriculum and assessment tools which are used throughout the classroom and promotes socialization
activities in accordance with the Head Start Act. The Agency is required to hold a Child Care license with
the Pinellas County License Board, participation in the USDA Child Care Food Program, and Quality
Rating Improvement System.
Request for: Head Start and Early Head Start Child Care Partners in Pinenllas County
Document Cost: $0
our students, and in turn for
students to explore their options when planning for the
future.
Speakers for the event
included, Sheila Tampa,
Otima Delancy, Teresa
Bieber-Reshi,
Clarence
Jackson, Terrell Nixon and
Henry Johnson. Students
learned from entrepreneurs
Stephanie Lawson, Jackie
Lang, Cynthia Allen and Tyrone Shelton that owning

your own business is an attainable dream.
Community partners
such as St. Petersburg College, PTEC and Career
Source Pinellas were also
present to educate students
on the many options provided by their organizations.
It was a wonderful event
that kept the students engaged and provided useful
information for all who attended.

Bid Bond: No

Contact:

Bid Open Date: will be held on the Friday, May 16, 2014 at 1 pm.
Location:
Lutheran Services Florida Serving Pinellas County
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771
Due Date/Time:
Monday, May 12, 2014/ 5:00 pm

Lynn Stone
Contracts Manager
Lutheran Services Florida Inc.
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771
Phone Number: 727-547-5902

Gibbs Junior College 57th Anniversary
BY WALTER SMITH

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Gibbs Junior College
Alumni
Association
(GJCAA) is planning the
57th Anniversary of the
founding of Gibbs Junior
College (GJC) in 1957.
This public two year college was the second black
junior college established
in the State of Florida. It
existed 10 years and
merged with St. Petersburg Junior College in
1966.
The college’s programs were outstanding
throughout the 10 years of
its existence. Under the
leadership of Dr. John W.
Rembert, some of the best
academic leaders were recruited to the college,
which was located on 34th
Street and Ninth Avenue. Even though the initial college had its
beginning as a night college on the campus of
Gibbs High School, this
was not a deterrent to its
rapid development.
The student body was
comprised of students
from around the bay area,
which included Bradenton, Sarasota, Pasco, Hernando, Hillsborough and
Pinellas Counties. The
transportation of students
from their home counties
to St. Petersburg was enhanced by school bus mobility from all of the
neighboring areas and student carpools.
Many outstanding athletes, academic scholars
and musicians attended
GJC. Their talents were

TWO FINANCIAL WORKSHOPS

sponsored by the NAACP St. Pete Branch
displayed many times in
championship games, outstanding presentations in
academic competitions
and music presentations,
which resulted in the GJC
Choral group being invited to perform at the
1961 Convention of the
American Association of
Junior Colleges in Washington, D.C.
The GJCAA was established in 1966 to keep the
legacy of the college alive
and functioning in a way
that future minority students could be supported
by graduates of GJC. Its
primary focus is on the development of young people who are excellent
students and in need of financial support to pursue
their post-secondary education.
To date, the GJCAA
has awarded over 50
scholarships to minority
students who have enrolled at St. Petersburg
College. Additionally, they
have established an endowment fund as a part of
the SPC Foundation. This
will allow scholarships to
be awarded in perpetuity.

     

Under the leadership
of President William H.
McCloud, the GJCAA is
continuing to reach out to
former GJC students and
other supporters to enhance an array of activities
throughout the year.
This year’s anniversary is expected to be undergirded by outstanding
activities including an 18
hole golf tournament at
the Innisbrook Resort and
Golf Club and a banquet
that has been designed as
a “Ring of Honor” function
to recognize GJC outstanding faculty, staff and
alumni who have contributed to maintaining the
Gibbs Junior College
Legacy.
These outstanding activities will take place May
23-25 with registration taking place at the Hilton St.
Petersburg Carillon Park,
950 Lake Carillon Drive,
St. Petersburg, (727) 9422000.
For specific information about the 57th Anniversary,
including
registration assistance,
please contact Josephine
Smith (727) 866-6067.

 

When: May 10, 2014 • Time: 10-Noon & 1-3 p.m.
Where: 1501 16th St. S., St. Petersburg

The Wells Fargo Financial Workshop will be presented by
Machelle Maner, vice president and senior community development officer. It will focus on helping the youth get a better understanding of how to handle financial matters. 10-Noon.
The New York Life’s Child ID Program will be presented by agent,
Loretha Cleveland. The ID Program will show parents and
guardians how to protect their children. 1-3 p.m.
Workshops are free and the community is invited. If you have
questions please call the NAACP Office 727-898-3310.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New life for old programs
From PTEC , page 1

according to Norwood, those
programs are all at capacity
enrollment. He also has
plans to bring back the welding program in August.
“What I did was ask the
community: ‘What do you
want back at this school?’”
explained Norwood, a St. Petersburg resident since 1992.
“I’ve listened to the community. Our numbers are up in
every program we offer.”
The St. Pete pTEC location, at 901 34th St S., offers
a plethora of programs and
career choices for young and
old alike, no matter where
they find themselves in life.
“We have students from
16 to 75. We have a strong
GED program,” Norwood
explained. “pTEC is a place
where this may be the second, third or fourth chance
for certain people to get a career. We’ve had people who
have been in the medical
field for years and want to do
a career change. We offer
many programs.”
All in all, there are nearly
30 programs that cater to
people with varied interests
and pursuits—everything
from drafting to dental assisting to commercial vehicle
driving. For the artistically
inclined, there is even a Jewelry Making and Repair
course. The duration of each
program varies, but they can
run anywhere from three
months to 24 months.
Norwood said that when
students graduate, pTEC will
do all it can to help them find
jobs in their chosen fields.
He cited not only an increase
in the center’s completion
rate but a placement rate of

over 80 percent as well.
“It’s been a major turnaround in the last year or so
where people come here
looking for our students,
sometimes before they even
graduate,” he said, adding,
“We will place them any
time. We’re with them the
entire time.”
Norwood pointed out
that pTEC is not only an option for high school graduates, but offers dual
enrollment for teens still in
school to help them get a
jump start on their career
paths, along with some valuable hands-on experience
with such programs as electrical, plumbing, pharmacy
and automotive.
“We have high school
students who spend several
hours a day here at the
pTEC campus then go back
for their academics,” Norwood said.
And like at any university, pTEC offers tours of the
campus. Norwood encourages parents and children
alike to see firsthand not
only the school grounds and
classrooms, but the people at
the heart of it all.
“We tell parents, come
with your son or daughter
and we’ll give you a tour of
the campus,” he said. “We’ll
let you meet the instructors
and you can actually see
what we do at pTEC.”
Norwood calls pTEC a
very “hands on place,” and
the 56 year old certainly
knows a thing or two about
hands on operations. He
started off in hospitality and
worked his way through Alabama A & M University at a

hotel, and when he graduated he was offered a management position.
“I worked my way
through the Hilton for nine
years as a manager in the
food service business,” he
said.
Referencing how some
college grads must work
their way through school
and carry around a mountainous student debt from
loans, Norwood said, “they
can come to pTEC, finish
with most of our programs
within 15 months and still
make more money than I’m
making now! You can own
your own business, that’s
what I try to sell to them.”
Norwood stressed that
students can leave pTEC
without actually owing a
dime.
“We have no loan programs,” he explained.
“Everything is under some
type of trust fund or grant,
like the Pell and Perkins. We
have companies and organizations that sponsor students. We just try to help
them out the best way we
can.”
He is adamant about the
lengths to which pTEC and
the staff will go to help students realize their dreams.
“We have a strong caring
staff,” he affirmed, “as
our guidance counselors
and instructors try to treat
everyone fairly and help
them with a career decision.
And our director Arlene
Corbin and assistant director
Ann Marie Clarke help keep
things moving. I think everyone deserves a chance.
There’s a way to get people

L-R, Boe Norwood, Marion Davis, Tenise Crum and April Barron.
enrolled whether you have a
penny or not. We will find a
way to get you enrolled!”
Norwood noted that
through the efforts of people
like Carl Lavender, who
helps recruit within the
south side and the surrounding area, pTEC is also a center for community and city
meetings. He stressed that
pTEC wants to do anything
positive to help the St. Pete
community, including hosting gatherings.
“I love what we’re doing
in the community,” he said.
“We host a lot of events and
activities for such organizations as the NAACP and
the Urban League.”
Concerning the shaping
of lives at pTEC, Norwood’s
philosophy is simple: “Give a
person an opportunity to
learn and better themselves.
Don’t judge a person by the
way they look or what you
think is their ability. As my
dad used to say, ‘Give me a

chance to fail! All I want is an
opportunity and I’ll make the
best of it.’”
For more information, contact pTEC at (727) 893-2500 or

visit www.myptec.org.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Cosmetology program reopens at pTEC’s St. Pete Campus
BY MARLO SCOTT
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG – Are
you looking for a career or
need a career change? Do
you enjoy helping others feel
good about themselves? Then
the cosmetology program at
Pinellas Technical Education
Center (pTEC) St. Petersburg Campus sounds right up
your alley?
The program offers professional cosmetology training that can lead to exciting
career opportunities such as
being a make-up artist, aesthetician, hairstylist, salon
owner, platform artist, natural
hair stylist, nail care technician, educator and more.
When the program relocated to the Clearwater campus back in 2007, it left a hole
in the community. St. Pete
residents felt that they shouldn’t have to travel so far for a
quality education. And when
the program returned, so did
the community.
“There was a need for the
program to return to this
campus,” said Boe Norwood,
assistant director at the St.
Pete campus. “We’ve seen
that need fulfilled from the
amount of students entering
our first few classes.”
Currently, there are about
40 students enrolled. The
course is 13.5 months long
and 1200 hours. Students receive a certification from
pTEC upon course completion and are then eligible to
apply for state licensure.
“We are very interested in
collaborating with salons in
the community to ensure we
are producing the type of pro-

fessional the industry is
looking to hire. Our goal is to
provide salon ready professionals!” averred Barron.
On any given day, you will
see a variety of activities going
on. Students are giving manicures and pedicures, giving
facials and applying eyelashes. Some may be applying color to mannequin heads
or giving haircuts.
The salon is also open to
customers. For a small
charge, clients are able to receive services based on student ability. Upon entering the
salon, clients are welcomed
by the students being trained
in customer service and the
art of professional communication. The atmosphere is upbeat and energetic.
And that kind of high energy is stressed by the team
of instructors who knows
what it takes to keep customers coming back.
“I work with a great team
of people,” said Instructor
Tenise Crum, who taught at
the Clearwater campus for
seven years and is also a stylist at the Silverlining Beauty
Center.
Marion Davis, who has
been in the field for 20 years,
started this past January and
brings a wealth of knowledge
and style to the program. She
is also the owner of Blessed
by the Best Salon.
The night program runs
Monday – Thursday from
4:30 – 9:30 p.m. The instructor is Kristin Henderson, and
like the other three instructors, is an alumnus of the
pTEC St. Pete Campus. She
has a Bachelor’s Degree in
Phycology, a Master’s Degree

in Education and has been a
licensed cosmetologist for
over a decade.
The head of the department, the capable Barron,
oversees all of these instructors. She got her start in cosmetology in the early 1980s.
She has explored many aspects of the industry working
as a make-up artist with Fashion Fair, Lancôme and Clinique. She has owned her own
salon, worked as an educational specialist and platform
artist with Sebastian International.
Barron has taught in
Pinellas County Schools for
23 years, beginning her career at pTEC in 1991. She
worked as both evening and
day instructor until taking a
sabbatical to finish a degree in
elementary education. She
worked at Perkins Elementary as a S.T.A.R.S. third
grade teacher until 2013.
“I love working with the
kids – but my first love is the
hair and fashion industry, so
when I got a call to come back
to pTEC, I jumped on it! I
couldn’t wait to get back,” exclaimed Barron.
When Barron returned,
she got a chance to create and
design the current workspace
for the students that also gives
the clientele that real salon experience as soon as they walk
through the doors.
“We outgrew the area that
used to be the classroom from
the start. The administration
team of Arlene Corbin, Boe
Norwood and Ann Marie
Clarke quickly approved more
space to accommodate the
growing class. I couldn’t be
more delighted,” said Barron.

Even though they have
that great space conducive to
learning, the students are
able to step out of the classroom and onto the main
stage.
So far they have attended
the Mainstream hair show in
Tampa and the Bonner Brothers show in Atlanta. Towards
the end of this month, the students will find themselves attending the Premiere Orlando
International Beauty Event.
“Our administrators are
very supportive of these field

trips. Some of our students recently went to Pensacola to
compete for skills at the state
level. I am so proud of them,”
said Barron “we brought
home a silver medal, which
was above excellent for new
students competing for the
first time.”
pTEC’s cosmetology program also offers continuing
hours for those who need to
review their skills as required
by the state board, and for
persons moving to Florida
from another state and need

to get a license.
“I desire for my students
to enter the job market with
confidence. Not only will they
be directed to the best jobs in
the Tampa Bay area, they will
also be successful business
owners and employees and
not just hairstylist in this
multi-million dollar industry,”
finished Barron.
For more information on
the cosmetology program,
please visit myptec.org or call
727-893 2500. Financial aid is
available. See ad on page 6.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
South St. Pete’s Relay For Life Walk goes on
BY ALLEN BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
South St. Petersburg was
the only community in
Pinellas County to host the
Relay For Life Cancer Charity Walk Event during the
drenching rains last Fri.,
May 2. All was dry when
the event let out from the
Lakewood High School
gymnasium
Saturday
morning.
A community carnival
atmosphere was in the air
as the Mount Zion Progressive Marching Band kicked
off the event with high-stepping youthful energy. As
the band filled the space in

the middle of the gym, the
walls seemed to stretch out
around the perimeters as
more than 500 people
packed into the sports facility.
As flash flood warnings
were posted, Chairperson
Avis Carter, her committee
and many volunteer groups
helped ensure that the annual overnight community
event went off without a
hitch.
At 9 p.m., candles for
cancer victims were lit
along the sides of the indoor walkway. As always, it
was a solemn moment of
reflection on how far cancer research has come, yet
a subtle but poignant re-

minder that we still have a
long ways to go to eradicate
America’s top cause of
death. According to the
American Institute for Cancer Research, approximately 7.6 million people
die worldwide from cancer.
The resilience of Carter
and her committee saw to it
that neither heavy rain nor
flash floods would dampen
the spirit of giving to support families of cancer victims and further research.
Kudos to Lakewood High
School for opening its door
to allow the south side to be
the only community out of
seven other venues to host
the 2014 Relay for Life
Walk-A-Thon.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FAMU on the move!

 


BY WILLIAM M.
GRAVELEY

ST. PETERSBURG –
Exciting things are happening at Florida A & M
University. They recently
hired a new president, Dr.
Elmira Mangum, who is
the first women to hold the
title. The Marching 100 is
back on the scene. They
are a bit smaller, but still
the 100.
Nellena Adekoya, who
just graduated, was accepted into six different
medical schools; alumna
actress Anika Noni Rose
has been nominated for a
Tony Award and FAMU
grad John Thompson is
now Chairman of the Microsoft Corporation.
To keep the excitement going, the St. Petersburg Chapter of the
Florida A & M University
Alumni Association, after a
brief spell of inactivity, is
back in full swing under
the leadership of new
chapter President O.T. Delancy.
Delancy is an entrepreneur in the construction
business with Pinnacle/
CSG. He has high hopes
for the chapter to be a
strong force in the community. He wants to plan
activities to build momentum in the St. Petersburg

 


Courtesy of

FAMU alumni and future
Famuans.
“We want to be visible
in the community, to provide help with our children
and give scholarships and
support to deserving students,” Delancy said.
Vice President Rick
Still felt that it was time for
a change of leadership. He
served as president of the
chapter for several years,
but thought it was time to
bring new blood to the
head of the table. “I want
to see our chapter do well,
and I’m excited with how
things are coming together,” he said.
The chapter held its
last meeting April 17 with
nine members in atten-

dance. They hope to build
to at least 50 active members. The next regular
meeting will take place at
Sylvia’s Restaurant, 642
22nd St. S., St. Petersburg,
June 19 at 6:30 p.m.
The chapter is hosting
“Happy Hour with the Rattlers” at the Canopy
Rooftop Lounge at Birchwood Hotel, 340 Beach
Drive N.E., St. Petersburg
May 15 at 6:30 p.m.
There is a bus trip
scheduled to the Miami
game Sept. 6 with bus
transportation being provided by Road Ready
Tours. Busses will be
rolling to as many games
as there is interest. Prices
and times of departure will

be announced at a later
date.
Also, the chapter will
sponsor a campus tour of
FAMU later this year for
future Rattlers.
To pay your $45 National and Florida Region
dues, go to http://famunaa.org/v2/membership/
and
add
to
cart “FAMU NAA National
Membership Dues” –
$35.00 and “FAMU NAA
Florida Region Membership Dues” - $10
For
any
further
information, please email
O.T. Delancy at otsampson@gmail.com or call
him at 813-781-1417.

      

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Hires Hairstyling



3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face



Call (727) 642-7475

   



  

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

  
    

  

  
 
 


LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

Angelia’s Hair Safari/Alterations
727-403-8111
406 11th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Take Advantage Of
 




25% OFF
Any Hair Weave or Hair
Replacement Service
Through July 1, 2014

Shear Essence Hair Salon
727-328-7189

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

        

 

 

  




       
     


  
      
        


     



       






    

           
    




   





PCUL NOW HIRING
   





     

        
 





      





      




      









FREE TRIM
WITH ANY SERVICE
(Offer expires June 20, 2014)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
All Kidney Patients Support Group seminar May 22
From KIDNEY, page 1

Mayor lays out plans for the Pier
BY FRANK DROUZAS

told her doctor. Starling
hadn’t thought anything was
wrong – until it was too late.
Like so many other
Americans with Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD), Starling
was too busy to see the subtle
warning signs: changes in
urine, swelling, fatigue, skin
rashes, and a metallic taste in
the mouth, just to name a few.
With an active lifestyle almost
anyone could have most of
the symptoms on the list and
blow them off as something
less serious.
But for adults with diabetes and high blood pressure, the risk is greater for
developing CKD and ultimately fullblown end-stage
renal disease (ESRD). And if
you’re African American
you’re almost four times
more likely to develop ESRD
than your white counterparts.
Hispanics are about one and
a half times more likely to
come down with the disease.
When you have ESRD you
need dialysis or a kidney
transplant to survive.
That’s what happened to
Starling, already losing kidney function, she went on
dialysis. Throughout her
nearly 14 years having needles shoved in her skin and
machines flushing out her
waste products to clean her
blood, she was ready for her
own again.
But the road to receiving
a kidney, or any needed
organ, isn’t that simple and
for Starling it proved over the
years to be downright impossible. Soon after being diagnosed with kidney failure her
doctors made another startling discovery. They believed they had found a mass
in her breasts.
“I said go ahead and do
the mastectomy because if
you have any kind of cancerous cells in your body, they
won’t give you a transplant,”
explained Starling. And although it was fortunate for
her that the mass turned out
to be benign, within the next
few days it became clear
something else was wrong.
“When they removed
them the doctor left a capillary open that caused me to
bleed,” she said. “I ended up
getting over 30 transfusions
which limited my chances of
getting a transplant.”
Year after year Starling
watched as friends and acquaintances in her inner kidney circle were called up for
transplants. Why not her?
Others had been on the list
less time than her; she often
wondered when it would be
her turn.
Turns out Starling had an
absurdly high level of anti-

Staff Writer

Janice Starling standing in front of Senator Bill
Nelson’s office in Washington this past March.
bodies still in her system
from the many blood transfusions she underwent years
earlier. In 2010 she attended
a workshop and found there
was a special medication that
could reduce her high level of
antibodies and make her a
candidate for a transplant.
The problem, Medicare
hadn’t approved it for use in
dialysis patients at that time,
so Starling patiently waited,
asking at every checkup
when she’d be cleared to take
it. Finally in 2012, two years
after initially hearing about
the drug, the paperwork
went through and Starling
was able to get a cadaver kidney from a recently deceased
donator this past December.
“I’ve had a lot of operations before, but this was the
most intense,” she said describing the unbearable pain
she felt upon waking from
surgery. “I was like ‘Oh God,
what is going on?’ It was
painful, it was really intense.”
Today, some five months
later, Starling is trying to take
it all in and attempting to get
back to some semblance of a
normal life. But there are a lot
of small things that most of
the world takes for granted,
like the pleasure of eating a
piece of fruit, or the ability to
urinate on your own without
the help of a machine that she
has to get used to doing all
over again.
“On dialysis you can’t
drink or eat a lot of fruit,”
Starling made clear, warning
others to monitor levels of
potassium, phosphorus, and
salt in their diet. The amount
of daily fluid also must be limited each day because the
body is not able to void it.
“The machine goes to the
bathroom for you, the more
you’re on the machine, the
more it takes over.”
Still not strong enough to
head on back to work, Starling is focusing on getting
healthy, eating right, walking
every day without getting
tired, and of course taking
her daily medication to help
her body not reject the organ
that is giving her a new lease
on life.
Through it all what perhaps is most astounding is

Starling’s mandate for the future, to give back to other patients.
“Just because you have
end stage renal disease it’s
not the end of your life,” she
said. “It’s just the end of your
kidney function.”
Starling has started a support group entitled All Kidney Patients Support Group,
and plans to hold her first
seminar on May 22 from 11-2
p.m. at Sylvia’s Restaurant, located at 642 22nd St. S., St.
Petersburg. Lunch will be
provided and Starling, along
with her guest speakers, will
embark on their mission to
transform the kidney community through encouragement and support services
such as rectifying transportation issues.
“That last week in the
month, some people may not
have enough money to get
back and forth to the clinic,”
said Starling who hopes to set
up a way to help patients out,
along with coordinating
backup care partners for
those on home dialysis.
Even recovering from her
kidney transplant, Starling remains active in such organizations as Dialysis Patient
Citizens where she speaks,
along with her fellow members, in front of Congress
raising kidney awareness and
fighting for laws that will benefit those suffering from endstage renal disease.
Starling encourages the
community to get involved
whether a sufferer themselves, or a friend or family
member of someone with
kidney disease. Check out
dpc.org for more information
on what is currently being
done and what you can do to
advocate for those who may
be too sick to have their
voices heard.
Janice Starling is a graduate of Dixie Hollins High
School, has been married for
the past eight years and holds
a BA in Education from Nova
University and an MBA from
the University of Phoenix.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

ST. PETERSBURG —
Surrounded by members of
city council at Spa Beach
Park May 1, Mayor
Rick Kriseman presented
the new plan for the future of
the Pier.
“The Pier represents
something special to the people of the Sunshine City. It’s
an integral part of our skyline,” he said, with the city’s
iconic landmark visible over
his shoulder.
He called the plan “fair,
transparent and comprehensive” and stressed that the
form of the structure, whatever it will be, will follow the
function and not the other
way around. Kriseman said
the project will come to completion by 2017. Though
he admitted that this is
longer than the timeframe
he gave while on the campaign trail, he stressed
the importance of getting the
job done properly rather
than quickly.
“I’d rather get this right
than do it fast and risk dividing our community once
more,” he stated.
The process will actively
seek public engagement by
providing city residents with
the opportunity to determine
what the function of the Pier
will be, and to let give citizens over 18 a chance to vote
on the Pier design, the
mayor said.
After thanking the citizens that were involved in
the original Pier process,
Kriseman said that he hopes
they’ll be engaged again in
the new process. He also
urged citizens that felt they
previously didn’t have an opportunity to voice their opin-

ion or simply failed to get engage initially to get involved
this time.
“You’re all being given a
second bite at the apple,” he
said. “Don’t waste it. Voice
your opinion on what you
want the Pier to do and what
you want it to look like. This
will be your last opportunity
to help determine the future
of the Pier.”
An assembled Pier working group will hold meetings
with the community over a
three month period to seek
its input on the function of
the Pier. Kriseman said he
hopes 15 or 20 architectural
firms will want to bid on the
opportunity to present designs; the soon-to-be-named
selection committee made
up of professionals and
members from the marine
sciences field will reduce the
proposed firms to between
five and eight.
“Those designs will be
studied for feasibility,” the

mayor said, “to make sure
they can be built within
budget, that they do what
the public wanted, that they
can be permitted and that
there aren’t any features that
are being proposed that we
simply cannot build.”
Though Kriseman admitted that the existing inverted pyramid design is still
on the table, he stressed that
the firms can design it any
way they want.
“I hope we have a lot of
different choices,” he said,
and added that the public will
get a chance to weigh in by
vote and pare down the number of various designs down
to three.
“Together I know that
we are going to deliver an exciting new Pier that makes
our community proud,”
Kriseman said. “I am excited
about moving forward.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Is the Democratic Party’s tent shrinking?
From TENT, page 1

ogy to Rev. Sykes and the
African-American community is in order.
Make no mistake about
it. While Rev. Sykes may
not be an ideal candidate for
the position given his lack of
political experience and vast
amounts of money, who is
Mark Hanisee to threaten
and direct him in a manner
analogous to “Massa”
speaking with one of his
slaves. After all, this is
America—the cradle of
democracy. If I recall, Alex
Sink’s political experience
was limited and she also did
not initially live in the district. She moved to run and
at no time to my knowledge
did the party admonish her.
Hanisee’s behavior did

not demonstrate a great
deal of political acumen or
as some whom I spoke with
indicated “good common
sense.” Hopefully, he will
atone for his transgression
and come forth with the appropriate apologies. After
all, some are expressing a
great deal of dissatisfaction
with the extent to which the
Democratic Party appears
to take the African- American vote for granted.
While, many of the individuals I spoke with indicated they have great
difficulty voting for Republican candidates given the
current status of what appears to be republican disdain for people of color and
the economically disadvan-






taged, there is a growing
sentiment towards staying
at home. We know all too
well from the lessons
learned during the BushGore election that every
vote counts.
Chair Hanisee’s behavior could very well adversely
impact upcoming elections.
Why treat a prominent
African-American minster
with a very large loyal congregation in such a disrespectful manner? Doesn’t it
make more sense to seek
every opportunity possible
to energize the base? After
all, aren’t we the party with
the big tent, or could it be
the tent is shrinking?
Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph.D.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Norwood will be featured May 10—June 6 at the Woodson Museum
From ARTIST , page 1

was, the first boys you liked
were the boys you saw on
TV.”
But she did adapt to life up
in the Great White North
quite well, where she studied
to be a graphic designer. It
was also here that she began
dipping her toes into the art
pool.
“I remember as a
teenager painting or drawing
things and people saying,
‘That’s really good’ and I
thought, ‘Really?’”
After finding a job as a
graphic designer, Norwood
was in her twenties when she
decided to take a vacation
with her family to Florida, not
only for a change of climate
but for a change of cultural
surroundings.
“I traveled a lot,” she said.
“Canada is so cold, so I took
any excuse to go somewhere
warm and to try to find some
diversity among people.”
It was quite a rewarding
vacation because it was in
Florida that she met Charles
Norwood, the man who
would become her husband,
and in 2001 she moved to the
Sunshine State for good.
Still thinking practically,
Norwood decided to pursue a
degree in fine arts at the University of South Florida because she’d always believed
the best graphic designers
were the ones with an art
background. This decision to
go back to school changed
her way of looking at the
world.
“I didn’t really understand
what it was to be a working
artist,” she explained. “I
learned how to become a
competent painter, but what
surprised me is that I learned
I could sculpt, make these
forms with clay. It opened my
world!”
She’s been sculpting for
about four years and her ceramic sculptures are primarily figurative, as she
endeavors to express many
facets of any particular subject.
“When I create these ceramic forms, I try to get these
different instances of the
same person,” she said.

“When you’re walking
around it you get different
types of emotions, different
parts of the person’s character.”
For the past year and a
half Norwood has been going
back to her home country of
Jamaica to do artist residencies. Not only has she worked
with some established Jamaican artists but has found
ample inspiration there, and
has sculpted portrait busts of
the islanders she’s encountered. It is in such works as
“Andy,” a sculpture of a man
with downcast eyes and
closed, slightly pursed lips
that Norwood strives to tell a
man’s life story with a single
clay bust.
“I met a gentleman when
I was in Kingston and you can
just tell that he’s had a really
hard life,” the artist said of this
work that recently garnered a
Merit Award at the Dunedin
Fine Art Center. “You can tell
that he’s been through a lot.
And when you look at the
piece I think it says that.
There’s an empathy that
comes through. I can connect
with that. It’s about identity.”
Putting herself in her
work is something that
comes intuitively to Norwood, especially in her paintings. This is quite apparent in
such works as “Pearl,” Norwood’s take on the famous
1665 Johannes Vermeer
painting “Girl with a Pearl
Earring.” Norwood depicts
an African-American girl in
the iconic pose, and there is
more than a passing resemblance between the subject of
“Pearl” and Norwood’s own
visage.
“Whether I’m taking Vermeer’s ‘Girl with the Pearl
Earring’ and I’m translating
that into me being the girl
with the pearl earring it feels
natural, so it feels like that’s
my story,” she disclosed. “It’s
almost like reading a book
and wanting the characters to
represent you and that’s what
I do with visual arts. I read visual arts and want to put myself into them. A lot of times
I’ll take things and turn them
around so it becomes a part of

my story.”
Norwood strives to challenge people to view things in
a different light and eschew
any preconceived notions or
biases when taking in her artwork. In other words, she’d
like people to examine themselves while they’re examining her work. For her series
“Portrait of a Saint,” she
painted several African-American men with haloes to challenge the conventional way
some people may expect to
see such individuals presented, and questioning
the stereotype of black men
as criminals.
The artist said the paintings implore the question:
“Am I comfortable seeing this
black man with a halo or am I
comfortable seeing him as a
thug? Sometimes you’re
saintly and sometimes you’re
not,” she stated. “Why not
present an image that is not
seen as much? Invert the
black man as criminal and put
the black man in this different
context, where he’s a saint,
and see what kind of dialogue
that creates.”
Norwood has only been
painting for about five years
and admits that when she
went back to school she became truly interested in learning how to paint like the old
masters.
“I saw images from museums, and those were what I
thought of as beautiful so I
wanted to create paintings
like that,” she affirmed.
“Paintings that belong in history.”
And like with the work of
Vermeer, Norwood has her
own take on a classic painting
by a modern American master, Norman Rockwell. His
1964 work “The Problem We
All Live With” depicts a young
African-American girl being
escorted to school by four
deputy marshals in the
early days of racial desegregation.
Norwood’s own take on
this piece, renamed “The
Problem She Lives With,” focuses on the little schoolgirl.
Gone are the faceless marshals and the thrown tomato

that has apparently just splattered on the wall behind the
girl in the Rockwell work. The
girl is the lone figure in this
updated painting by Norwood, who portrays her
young subject with a subtle,
saintly glow all around her.
“I like Norman Rockwell
because he does these popular cultural images that tell a
story,” she said. “When I look
at them there’s either a person that involves me in terms
of identity or there’s an absence of me in his paintings.
So he actually pops up in my
work. He called it ‘The Problem We All Live With’ but for
me it was the problem SHE
lives with.”
Indeed, identity plays a
starring role in Norwood’s
work and she claims her
paintings are always a reference to herself, her family and
her culture.
“It’s always about identity,” she averred. “Making a
safe space for me that is normal, that’s what I do with my
paintings. Even when I was
five or six, I had all these
white dolls and I remember
going to my father saying, ‘I
want a black doll.’ It was
just important for me to have
a black doll. I work with the
black figure because it’s important for me to see myself
in the narratives I create.”
She would advise all
artists, no matter in what
medium they work, to be
themselves when creating
their own works of art.
“Make it to the best of
your ability and don’t worry
about whether anyone thinks
it is good or bad,” she said.
“Make the work that you’re
compelled to make.”
Norwood’s work will be
featured at the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg from May 10
through June 6. You can also
view her works at Gallerie
909, the newest hottest art
gallery on the Deuces, located at 909 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 







Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.










  
  



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

 






 
     
  
  

 









BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


 

Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670





  
 
  



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar Events for May
May 11 - Mother’s Day.
Men of St. Mark M.B.C will
host a Mother’s Day Breakfast
for the Women of St. Mark from
8-9:30 a.m. The men will render
all aspects of service and wor-

ship during the 10:45 a.m. service.
May 18 - 1st Annual CYM
Youth Explosion at 4 p.m. Youth
Ministries from the Tampa Bay
Area will perform and showcase
their talents through song,
mime performances and spoken word.
May 19 - PIZZA Ministry Fun for all!
May 26 - Memorial DayChurch Office Closed
May 30 - Business Meeting
at 7 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”

Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Join us in the Moth of May
as we celebrate the 15th Anniversary under the leadership of Rev.
Louis M. Murphy, Sr. Each Sunday we will have a dynamic guest
speaker at both the 7:45 and 10
a.m. service.
May 4 – Dr. Darial A. Jackson,
Pastor of St. John’s Missionary
Baptist Church in Gastonia, NC.
May 11 – Pastor D. L. Powell,

New Shiloh M. B. Church,
Miami, FL
May 18 – Pastor Jeffrey A.
Johnson Sr., Eastern Star
Church, Indianapolis, IN
May 25 – Dr. Joel Gregory,
Fort Work, TX
3rd Thursday of the month –
Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all
Men... The Men’s Ministry invite
you to come out on the third
Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - is now holding
Dial-a-Meetings. Phone meetings
are held every Tuesday from 7 to

8 p.m. Phone in to: 605-477-2100,
Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE (Keyword: MZPMBC). Visit our website and let’s get connected
today! www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955 20th
St. S., St. Petersburg Florida.
727-894-4311, email: info@mzprogressive.org.

First Mt. Zion MBC
The Deaconess and Mothers Boards of First Mt. Zion
MBC, is sponsoring a PreMother’s Day Prayer Breakfast on Sat., May 10. In
addition to a delicious hot
meal, the program will feature

presentations from “Women of
The Bible.”
Ladies from various
churches will represent, MaryThe Mother of Jesus, Sarah,
Hannah and others. Time is 8
a.m. and tickets are $8. If you

need more information, you
may call 727-327-2031.
The church is located at
1121 22nd St. S. Sister Mildred
Blair is Deaconess President
and Reverend Wallace Elliott,
Sr. is pastor.

Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show
Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600

Pastor’s Corner

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the
Love of Christ - Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Happy Mother’s Day, Sun.,
May 11: FMBC will be observing our Annual Mother’s Day
Celebration and Recognition at
both worship services, 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Please contact Deacon Arthur Reese,

President, Laymen’s Ministry:
Church Office-727-906-8300.
Sun., May 18 at 10:45 a.m.:
Single’s Reconnection Sunday “Singled Out By God.” The
guest speaker for this momentous occasion, Reverend Reginald Edwards, Sr., Greater
Mount Pleasant Missionary
Baptist Church, Callahan, Fla.
Please make plans to join us as
we support our Single’s Ministry. Registered donations
have started until Sun., May 4.
For further information please
contact Dr. Sharon Wilson, Director. Church Office: 727906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor and
the Friendship family welcomes you to our open doors.
Friendships’ Sunday Praise and
Worship are 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Church School begins
at 9:30.
Come join us each Wednesday for Bible Study at Noon
and 7 p.m. Dr. Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you to come join us
and share in the study of God’s
word
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg.
Phone: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The facts on Greenlight Pinellas
BY KEN WELCH
Pinellas County
Commissioner

PINELLAS COUNTY
— One of the most important issues facing our community is the need to
improve our system of public transportation.
When public transportation is affordable, efficient
and customer-friendly, it
empowers our citizens to
move around our county
for work, school, church,
shopping and other activities conveniently and reliably. For that reason,
transportation is a key element of many of the issues
that I’ve worked on as your
County Commissioner.
Our constrained transportation system, tied to
the lack of transportation
options in Pinellas, often
limits the ability of many in
our community to obtain
employment, access educational and medical services,
and pursue other opportunities and activities.
The common thread is
the need for transportation
options to allow our citizens
to access services, employment and activities beyond
the local neighborhood. In
many ways, transportation
is the gateway to opportunity. And to move our community forward, Pinellas
must invest in a modern
public transportation system.
That’s what Greenlight

Pinellas is all about – building a public transportation
system that will provide affordable, convenient and
dependable transit service
to every part of Pinellas
County. As we become
more connected as a region, it’s also important
that we work towards developing service to Tampa
and to Pasco County.
Greenlight Pinellas will set
the foundation for those regional connections as well.
The Greenlight Pinellas plan
With the Greenlight
Pinellas
transportation
plan, our bus system will
improve quickly and dramatically in every part of
the county. Wait times between buses will be shorter
– 15 to 30 minutes on most
routes – compared to the 1hour wait that’s required on
many bus routes now.
Buses will run later in the
evening and more often on
weekends, and the customer experience will be
improved with additional
bus shelters, Wi-Fi, realtime route information, and
better ways to connect to
PSTA buses (and eventually, light rail) by bicycling,
walking, or by using park
and ride lots for longer
trips.
Greenlight Pinellas will
transform our transit system to a system that many
will choose to use, even if
they have an automobile.

And by doing that, it will
take cars off of our oftencongested roads.
Light rail
The plan also includes
the most talked about element - light rail connecting
Clearwater, Largo, Pinellas
Park, Gateway and St. Petersburg, with a future connection to Tampa. Light rail
will provide us with a
proven, congestion-proof
way to travel throughout
the county, and eventually
to other parts of Florida.
Like the High Speed
Rail project that President
Obama worked to bring to
Florida, the light rail element of Greenlight Pinellas
will provide an economic
boost to our community,
and will produce about
3,000 jobs a year through
direct transit employment,
while also creating opportunities for new development around the 16 train
stations along the St. Petersburg-to-Clear water
route.
We have seen this new
development, which is
called transit-oriented development, occur in Charlotte, Denver, Orlando, and
many other communities
that have invested in light
rail transportation.
A fair sales tax
These dramatic improvements to our bus system, the development of
light rail, and the creation
of thousands of local jobs

      

will require an investment,
and that investment must
fairly distribute the project
costs so that our community, and our visitors, all
make a fair contribution.
The Greenlight plan incorporates a 1 percent sales
tax, which will fund the
local requirements for the
improvements to the transit
system. Pinellas voters will
be asked to approve this 1
percent transit tax on November 4.
Unlike the current
PSTA property tax, which
is not levied countywide,
everyone who spends
money in Pinellas will contribute by paying the 1 percent
sales
tax.
It’s
estimated that as much as
30 percent or more of the
new sales tax will be paid
by the more than 5 million
tourists who visit Pinellas
annually.
It’s appropriate that our
visitors help support the infrastructure that will keep
our county vibrant and accessible. Meanwhile, the
current PSTA property tax
will be eliminated via contractual interlocal agreement between the County
Commission and PSTA.
Also, like the current sales
tax, items like food and
medicine will be exempt
from the 1 percent transit
tax. Polk County is expected to also have a 1 percent transit sales tax
referendum on Novem-

Ken Welch, Pinellas County Commissioner
ber’s ballot, and Hillsborough County is expected to
follow with a transit plan
and referendum in the near
future.
Modern public transportation is critical for the
long-term success of our
community.
Greenlight
Pinellas will transform our
current bus system into a
truly countywide, efficient
and dependable transit system for our community, will
add a highly desirable, con-

venient light rail system,
and will produce jobs and
opportunities for new development.
Greenlight Pinellas will
help us build a stronger
community by connecting
citizens with opportunities
and services throughout
Pinellas and Tampa Bay.
For more information on
the Greenlight plan, go to
www.greenlightpinellas.co
m, or contact my Commission office at 727-464-3614.

